Evidence   for   Prosecution.
Dr Thomas E. Hindu
We know of it in the Courts; many of us have had to deal with
the matter. Is the arsenical poisoning that arose in this particular
case that you are speaking of what you call acute or chronic, or
what word would you use ?—When I saw it it was a chronic case.
Just put that a little more painly if you will ?—There were no
acute symptoms. The condition, as I remember it, was this, typical
multiple neuritis following the long-continued taking of small closes
of arsenic. That was the opinion we came to.
Do you remember over what period of time the beer had been
consumed?—I cannot remember.
Was it a case of a single glass?—No, no; he had been drinking
for months probably; I do not mean to say getting drunk.
Taking the same beer of a particular brand ?—Yes, a few times
a day over some months probably.
Dr. arthur allen deykin townsend, examined by the
attorney-general—I am a doctor of medicine and a bachelor of
surgery, and I am medical superintendent at Barnwood House Hos-
pital for Mental Disorders, at Gloucester. I have been a qualified
medical man for thirty-one years, during which time I have devoted
myself to mental diseases. I have not paid any special attention,
as compared with mental diseases, to either neuritis or to any other
form of physical condition as apart from mental condition. Mrs.
Armstrong was brought to the hospital on the 22nd August, 1920.
She came with Dr. Hincks. I saw her immediately on her arrival.
She was in an exhausted condition. She was put to bed, and on
examining her I found that her pulse was 120 per minute, her tem-
perature was 100, her complexion sallow, her tongue was coated,
and sordes round her mouth and teeth. I also examined her heart,
and I came to the conclusion it was dilated and that there wag a pre-
systolic murmur. A catheter specimen of her urine was taken at
once and examined, and found to contain albumen. The catheter
specimen was taken because she would not pass it, or did not pass
it. She did not pass urine in the hospital until she had been there
for twenty-four hours. I attributed that to the vomiting and the
loss of the body fluids. She remained in the hospital until
the 22nd January. During that time I visited her almost
daily. There was another medical officer, the assistant medical
officer, Miss Janet Smith. She had charge of the case, but I visited
her daily. Dr. Smith is now married and in New Zealand. Dr.
Smith kept me abreast of the history of the case. Mrs. Armstrong
was in bed until some date in November. It is recorded in the
case-book that soon after her admission she complained of loss of
power in the left hand. On 7th September she said she had lost
her power in her hands and feet. Up to a point that increased.
I should think the peak point was reached about the end of Sep-
tember. On 3rd October she w3s given a tonic medicine contain-
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